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Police chief warns of
rise in online crime

Dorsetis police chief has warned Neighbourhood Watch to
beware of a surge in online scams as the recession deepens.

“As a result of the country’s economic downturn the crime picture is unclear,
but | predict an increase in Internet fraud, particularly given the huge increase
in internet use since the last recession,” said Chief Constable Martin Baker.

“Athird of all burglary and car crime is preventable so we can do a lot to help
ourselves. We must all be vigilant because even a little bit of prevention can
make a real difference, for example, be careful who you give your details to
online, make sure your house is secure — both front and back (even if you are
in the house or garden), your car keys are kept securely, well away from the
front door and check your credit card balances on a regular basis. Further
advice on security and crime prevention can be obtained from the Dorset
Police website at www.dorset.police.uk.”

Speaking to a capacity audience at the annual meeting of Branksome Park,
Canford Cliffs and Sandbanks Neighbourhood Watch, he predicted current
conditions heralded busier times for the police as more day-trippers and
holidaymakers headed for UK resorts such as Dorset.

Mr Baker explained that Dorset was the second worst funded force nationally
and suffers the “significant” disadvantage of funds being allocated on the
basis of resident population which did not include high visitor numbers.

“We'’re trying to get a fair share of funding for Dorset,” he said. “We are
constantly striving to use our limited resources more effectively but in the
next financial year, as a result of stagnant funding, we will have to lose 40
non-frontline police officers. We have to realign how we spend money in
order to make ends meet.”

He praised all Dorset Police personnel, ranging from police officers to
volunteers who analyse CCTV images, whose efforts have enabled the
county — where a third of the population is retired — to be recognised as one
of the safest places to live and work in the country.

“Crime has been reduced significantly but we cannot do it on our own, we
need your help,” said Mr Baker, acknowledging that Neighbourhood Watch
was “a fantastic army of volunteers and a force for good across Dorset”.

“We have 77 Safer Neighbourhood Teams that are dedicated to serving their
local communities and preventing crime. These teams are vital to our safety
and it's important they’re given information on anything suspicious that you
hear or see. They are here for you,” he said.

He gave an assurance that those involved in crime were unlikely to profit from
their efforts as over £2.1m of cash and assets were confiscated in Dorset
last year. Although this money all goes to the Treasury, a small percentage is
returned to the Force to boost Dorset Police funds. “Those who commit crime
should not profit from it and should not be seen as role models by younger
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Your newsletter

Welcome to this first issue of
Dorset KeepSAFE, produced by
the Association of Dorset Watches
(ADW) to provide safety news and
advice for Neighbourhood and
Home Watch members.

ADW is a committee of
representatives from Watch groups
in each district and borough plus
Watch Managers and other police
representatives. Its role is to
complement the work of Dorset
Watch groups in efforts to reduce
crime, anti-social behaviour and
fear of crime in the community.
Some of the ways in which we do
this are by representing Dorset
Watch groups to the police on
county-wide issues and to relevant
county, regional and national
groups; promoting partnership
working with police, councils and
other statutory bodies; sharing and
promoting best practice; providing
services, tools, and information.

We are currently putting together a
website on which we plan to have
regular newsletters, best practice
ideas, good news stories and
useful contact details. Let us know
what you would like to see online
and in this newsletter to further our
common desire to keep safe.

John Shave, ADW chair

Want an answer?

Dorset Police Chief Constable,
Martin Baker, will be commenting
on issues relevant to Watch
members through Dorset
KeepSAFE each quarter.

Your questions for Mr Baker,
should be emailed to the editor
at sally333@hotmail.co.uk before
20th April. Answers will appear

in the May issue.

Dorset KeepSAFE contacts: John Shave (ADW chair) johnshave@f2s.com or Sally Seward (editor) sally333@hotmail.co.uk



Watch
training kit
available
online

The Neighbourhood Watch toolkit is
available online for anyone running
a group or considering setting one
up. The flexible package has been
produced by the Home Office and the
Association of Chief Police Officers
(ACPO) in consultation with Watch
volunteers. Itis easily accessed through

www.mynhw.co.uk and displays a variety
of modules to help Watch administrators
with duties or to consider security within
the community. Topics covered include:
effective meetings, producing publicity
material, finding sponsorship as well
as personal safety, vehicle security and
dealing with anti-social behaviour.

Chief’s warning
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members of society.”

Traffic accidents tragically claimed
the lives of 40 people last year on
Dorset roads and Mr Baker spoke
of his commitment to make the
county’s roads safer. Some 18,000
motorists, pulled over for speeding
last year, have since been through
a safer driving scheme resulting
in only a four percent re-offending
rate.

“The most effective way to reduce
speeding is investment in driver
education. We want people to be
safer drivers and we want to save
lives,” he said, adding that drivers
using mobile phones were also
being actively targeted by police.

“Our focus is to make sure the
police do their best for the people
they serve every day. I'm proud to
say | have some stunning letters in
praise of our officers and staff. How
we do what we do is important and
has led to Dorset Police having the
highest confidence rating from its
communities, of any other Force
nationally.”

Anonymous callers boost
county’s drugs arrests

Anonymous callers to the Dorset
Crimestoppers have helped the
countyis police to tackle more drug
dealers this year.

Calls from Dorset residents have
resulted in police raids in the east of
the county, with finds of heroin and
class A drugs and four men being
arrested.

Richard Daubeney, chairman of
Dorset Crimestoppers, told Dorset
KeepSAFE: “Police are more able
to tackle drug dealers because of a
large increase in calls from the public
offering crucial information. Over the
last few months we’ve had more than
one hundred calls in total.”

One anonymous call suggested a
serious fire in Bournemouth was

Dorset
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“ 0800 555 111

Call anonymously with information about crime

Be alert for cashpoint skimmers

Dorset Police are advising users of cashpoint machines to be extra vigilant
when withdrawing money. Criminals have been targeting ATMs in Dorset and
installing equipment designed to skim card details and PINs electronically.

Anita Rigler, Neighbourhood Watch administrator for Dorset Police said: “A
skimmer can be mounted to the front of the normal card slot to read the card
number and transmit it to the criminals close by. A wireless camera can be
concealed in trunking at the top of the machine overhang to view PIN entries.”

Police are advising cashpoint users to tug the front of the card reader to make
sure it is solid, check the overhang, cover hands when entering PIN and

report anything suspicious.

started deliberately. Police have
arrested a man who is due to appear
in court in the near future.

Crimestoppers is a national charity
devoted to fighting crime and bringing
criminals to justice. When callers call
free phone 0800 555 111, they are
never asked their names, addresses
or telephone numbers but simply give
whatever information they have about
crime and criminals.

Mr Daubeney said: “It doesn’t matter
how small the piece of information
is because it could be the piece of
evidence which completes the last
part of the jigsaw and ultimately
allows the police to make an arrest.
It is guaranteed that no-one, including
the call centre and the police, will
ever know who passed on the
information.”

Nationally, every day, 17 people are
arrested as a result of calls received
and in 2007 32 murders were solved
as a direct result. Each year about
a thousand calls are received from
people living in Dorset about all sorts
of crimes, the greatest number being
about drug dealing.

The website www.crimestoppers-
uk.org contains details of people
wanted in the county for serious
crimes and also gives anti-crime
measures and crime prevention
advice. The organisation’s aim is to
make the county’s streets even safer
and it works closely with Dorset Police
although all local funds are raised by
its volunteer board.
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